CHALLENGES FOR HEALTHCARE REFORM IN EUROPE

EDITORIAL

Most countries of united Europe are under conspaessure to review and rebuild
their healthcare systems. While the set of refoattepns varies among countries, the interest
in changes has spread to encompass nearly evegnsiiom of present-day arrangements. A
central problem of this expanding reform process baen the long learning circle. It
typically requires several years from the impleragoh of a particular initiative before it is
possible to assess its impact. The greatest pee$suchange has been the increased role of
the private sector in the provision and, in somantges, the founding of healthcare. A
number of market-style mechanisms have been apmielfferent sub-sectors of the health
system.

This volume presents a set of essays which reMievavailable evidence about past or
expected outcomes from a wide range of healthedoem. It attempts to dispel some of the
dilemmas about what works, what doesn’t work, hawl avhy in the field of healthcare
reform. The essays cover a wide range of probleealjing with a variety of conceptual and
practical issues involved in health policy, headitec units’ management, and delivering
services in contemporary European healthcare sgstem

The cross-national evidence presented in this velundicates that healthcare reforms
emerge as an important dimension of the overatirnefprocess in Europe. It will, however,
be particular important to expand the evidentiaynidation upon which such policy making
needs to be based. This volume should thus beipedcas a contribution to an analytic
process that requires further cross-national ssudie

|ga Rudawska



